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Come, you who
have much faith
and you who
have little, and
you who have
not been for a
long time, you
who have been
here often, you
who have tried
to follow and
you who feel you
have failed.
Come, not
because | invite
you, but because
God does; and,
asyou are
welcomed, go,
and welcome
others.

We welcome you
to our worship
today. We hope
God’s Holy
Spirit will touch
your heart and
that you may he
strengthened by
Word and
Sacrament.

The question that Jesus poses in today’s gospel is the
same question we face today. Why when someone
challenges the way we do something do we cling so
vehemently to tradition? Why do we look for reasons to
uphold tradition when common sense points to changes
long overdue? It went against the grain for Jesus to halt
good works simply because it was the Sabbath. Yes he
could have waited another day on which to cure the
disabled woman, but he decided instead to challenge a law
that no longer made any sense.

Today we still argue about whether certain laws in the
Church should be upheld or changed. At the end of the day
we must never lose sight that whatever the arguments, our
religion should always have God’s work at its core. Once
religion becomes more interested in obeying rules and
protecting tradition than liberating the poor and the
oppressed, then it's time for a change.




The Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC)

We are hearing much of the DEC during this massive
humanitarian crisis in Pakistan, but havwe you wondered
who they are and what they do? The DEC was formed in
Disasters 1= 0 Y Committee 1963. They are an umbrella organisation for 13
WeegReee  humanitarian  aid agencies. At times of owerseas

emergency, the DEC brings together a unique alliance of

the UK's aid, corporate, public and broadcasting sectors to
rally the nation's compassion, and ensure that funds raised go to DEC agencies best placed
to deliver effective and timely relief to people most in need. | am delighted to say that their
chairman, Mike Walsh is coming to talk on the 14th October on the subject "where do your
charitable donations go after a disaster emergency"”. Please book this important occasion in
your diaries now.

Pakistan Flooding Crisis

This natural disaster has now been declared worse than
~e—%res . even the Tsunami in terms of the number of people
. affected. Christian Aid has launched an appeal to
provide immediate help for those going hungry inthe
Sind region of Pakistan. With eight million people
displaced and rendered homeless with shortages of
shelter, food and water across the Sind province,
Christian Aid is calling on supporters to donate so that
the charity can ensure that help reaches the communities in need. The full scale of this
disaster is still not known but the effects upon an already impoverished group of people
will take years to reverse. Christian Aid seeks to help those people affected to help
themselves, will you help, please? You can donate online at www.christianaid.org.uk/ or
use the envelopes at the back of the church. Last week we collected £150, please help
us to continue helping our brothers and sisters in Pakistan.

Acts 435

Want to help others but have limited surplus resources? Acts435
Is a fantastic initiative which puts people who are in need in
touch with those that can help. It is a very simple idea but a very
exciting one! It is an initiative launched by the Archbishop of
York at the recent General Synod, he said, “I am proud that the
Church is taking practical steps to help those facing practical
difficulties”. This is a wonderful scheme which is about to be rolled out. Check out their
website for more details; http://www.acts435.co.uk/
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| know God will not give me anything | can't handle. | just wish that He
didn't trust me so much. '
Mother Teresa




Are you away for the weekend or off on holiday? This does not mean that you need to
neglect your attendance at the Eucharist. If you can’'t make the 10am on Sundays at St
Georges there are other opportunities. On Friday evenings there is a said Eucharist at
6.30pm, on Saturday morning at 8.30am on Sundays at 8am all at St Georges and then on
Sunday ewvenings at 6.30pm there is a full Sung Eucharist at St Johns. If you are going away
and not sure where your nearest church might be, do please ask and I'll be happy to look it

up.

Dates in September for your diary:

Tues 7th The PCC will hold their bi-monthly meeting, details of your
representatives can be found on the notice board.

Wed 8th The Bible Study Group resumes and will meet fortnightly for
lunch at 1230.

The 8th is also the patronal festival of our neighbours at St Mary
Abbots. There will be a special Sung Eucharist at 7pm on the 8th
September when the guest preacher will be the Very Rev'd Dr John Hall, Dean of
Westminster Abbey.

Thurs 16th Lunch group meets at 1230 for 1300. The group meets every third
Thursday.

Sun 19th Visit of representatives of Church Urban Fund to receive a donation in to be
made towards their work amongst the poor in this country in memory of Sir Richard
O’'Brien; whose report, ‘Faith in the City’ lead to the formation of this charity. This will
take place during the 1000hrs service.

From the Children and Youth Worker:

Thank you to everyone who helped make this last term such
a success - Sunday School teachers, parents, and staff, and
of course the children themselves! We look forward to
welcoming you again on September 5th.

Over the summer, children are invited to participate in our
worship together. Our booklet, "Let Us Pray" will be
available, so children can follow the service, and it includes
space to draw and colour. However, we ask that the
Community Space at the back of the church be used only for
smaller children, not as a playroom for unsupervised older
children. The purpose of this space is to provide a relaxing
place for babies and toddlers who become fussy during the
service, and it is difficult to calm a fussy child, or to
breastfeed, if the community space has large numbers of 8-
and-9-year-olds playing with the toys.

Older children are welcome to play with the toys before and after the service, but
should remain with their parents in church during the service.

Also, we still have about 5 places left for our summer programme for 5-11-year-olds,
"Rivers of Living Water," which runs from August 23rd to August 27th, and which
includes drama, art, storytelling, outdoor play, worship and music. If you would like to
register your child, please email margaret@stgeorgescampdenhill.co.uk




Your Vicar: Fr Michael Fuller 020 7727 9486, fax: 020 7681 2766
Email: frmichael@stgeorgescampdenhill.com
Associate Priest: Fr Robert Thompson 07792 564869
Email: frrobert@stgeorgescampdenhill.co.uk

Youth Worker: Margaret Houston 020 7221 6546 margaret@stgeorgescampdenhill.com
Parish Administrator: Piotr Blak 020 7221 6546 stgeorgew8@btconnect.com
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St John the Baptist Church, Holland Road,
Kensington, London W14 8AH
www.stjohnthebaptisthollandroad.com
Church Wardens:

Jenny Davenport 020 7912 7656

Julian Metherell 020 7610 4254

Organist: Paul Joslin
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Confessions in both churches are heard by appointment.
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1st: Jer 2, 4-13
ond: Hbr 13,1-8. 1516 | ¢ 2
Gospel: Luke 14, 1.7-14
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1st: Jer 1, 4-10
2nd: Hebrw 12, 18-29
Gospel: Lk 13, 10-17
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